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Your wedding and honeymoon should be memories that
last a lifetime. Imagine a time filled with beautiful land-
scapes, wonderful hotels, and a relaxing vacation getaway.
Your memories should not include worrying about the sep-
arate trip elements, travel to and from the destination, lodg-
ing considerations, or last minute details. Fortunately, for
those in the Chippewa Valley, the travel agents at Higgins
Travel Leaders ease your worries and help you relax as you
enjoy this important moment in your life.

Higgins Travel Leaders, founded in 1953, serves its
clients with offices in Eau Claire, Black River Falls, and
Hayward. Through these offices, the travel agents try to
ensure couples have their dream destination weddings and
honeymoons. “Higgins Travel Leaders provides the knowl-
edge and expertise that a couple needs in planning a stress-
free honeymoon or destination wedding,” explained Denise
Petricka, vice president of Higgins Travel Leaders. “Our

honeymoon specialists take the

time to listen to what the couple wants and works to match
them with the right destination and resort to meet those
needs,” she continued.

While many couples may decide to plan the honeymoon
themselves or even try to plan their own destination wed-
ding, it can become stressful when that is not your area of
expertise. Online travel sites can become time-consuming
and may not offer the personalized attention needed. “We
have 14 very experienced agents among our three offices.
Our agents have the opportunity to travel to various loca-
tions to learn about them. This helps them learn about the
resorts, local area, and culture,” Petricka said. “We are the
largest agency in the Chippewa Valley, and we have the
combination of the former Travel Leaders Eau Claire and
Higgins Travel to form Higgins Travel Leaders,” she
explained.

With numerous agents, years of experience, and a desire
to help couples, Higgins Travel Leaders offers top-notch
customer service to its clients. An increasing travel trend
includes those couples that may not want to get married
locally, but wish to experience a destination wedding. “We
understand that assisting with planning a destination wed-
ding is no different than the importance of planning a local
wedding,” Petricka commented. “The couple has an idea of
what their perfect day will consist of and it is our job to
make that happen,” she continued.

Whether the destination wedding is an intimate affair or
has many guests, Higgins Travel Leaders can assist with
planning. “We have a destination wedding early in 2012
taking place at Dreams Tulum in Mexico. There are cur-
rently 65 people booked to travel to the destination,”
Petricka said.

Many of the agents at Higgins Travel Leaders have trav-
eled to the destination wedding locations they suggest to
clients. “Traveling to the wedding sites helps us to better
guide the couple in their decision making process,” Petricka

commented. When couples decide to experience a
destination wedding, they will still have a wedding
coordinator in destination to assist with details.
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music.
For couples that want to experience a local wedding and )
a traditional honeymoon, Higgins Travel Leaders offers a 2514 Go!f Rf)ad’ Fau Claire
. : . www.higginstravel.com
honeymoon registry. “The idea behind the honeymoon reg-
istry is to give people another option for gift-giving,”
Petricka said. For those getting married for a second time Eau Claire — 800-274-7790
or for couples that already have the traditional household Black River Falls — 800-228-4259
items, the honeymoon registry can be a great alternative. Hayward Travel — 800-262-8974

“The registry allows friends and relatives to contribute
money to the honeymoon, buy spa services at the resort or
purchase an excursion for the couple,” she continued.

Petricka encourages all couples to dream of a honey-
moon, no matter what the budget. “There are honeymoons
out there for all budgets,” she said. “Once the couple gives
us their budget, we go to work looking at destinations and |
resorts that will accommodate that budget,” she explained.
Because the agency has the support of the Travel Leaders
franchise, it gives the agency special rates, discounts, and
amenities on many vacation destinations. Currently, some
of the most popular honeymoon destinations include
Jamaica, Dominican Republic, Mexico, and Hawaii.

In addition to the
travel services it
offers, Higgins
Travel Leaders also
offers passport pho-
tographs at two of
the offices, as well as
currency exchange.
These extra services
are the very things

If you seek a stress-free honeymoon or destination wed-
ding, look to Higgins Travel Leaders for expertise. The
knowledgeable agents and personalized attention you will
receive at Higgins Travel Leaders will ensure your travel
experience is a memory that lasts a lifetime.
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that ensure Higgins If you are interested in becoming a feature
Travel Leaders offers business, please contact Juliette at
exceptional service 715.559.2882.
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“Thippewa Valley Wedding Guide
g g Quide 15

el






